BIRMINGHAM *ASSIZES, t+ 4 
Being a full, true, and particular Account of the GREAT | 
IRIAL in a letter to my Couſin JOHN NOT T. 


8 Birmingham. Printed and Sold by E. PIERCY, in Bull- Street. 


X ons E and worſe, dear Couſin John.—and as I thought yoa'd think 
. rather odd to hear it cried about your Town, ©* The Trials of all 


the Criminal Priſoners, that, avere tried, cafl, and condemned at 
| Birmingham Aſſixes; I f2y, as I thought this might ſurprize you a bit, 1 
| Judg'd it proper to let you know what has been going on lately in this here 
reat Town, mh on | f | 
Ah! Couſin John, I always ſaid that you were in the right, to retire upon 
what little you had honeſtly got; and enjoy the Country air, and your Spie 
Cyder, with your head on an eaſy Pillow. How many who get their Guinea 
and Half a week but who ſpend it in ale, might do the ſame if they would 
follow your Example. Well, you muſt know, we have had the greateſt do 
here that ever was known beyond the Memory of Man. What you ſhew'd 
me at Worceſter Aſſizes was nothing to it. The biggeſt quantity of guilt 
Buttons have been ſeized, that ever was ſeized before. I don't exactly un- 
derſtand it, but they tell me that moſt of them were found in a deep PIr. Be 
that as it may, ſome of our Town's Gentlemen were call'd over the Coals 
about'em, and a day was fix'd on for the Trial, to begin at ten o'clock in the 
morning: and the accuſed being pedple of great conſequence in the Town, 
you may be ſure there was talk enough about it. Well, I ſaid, to my Betty, 
I ſhould like to go; ſo off I ſet at nine o'clock, in my dirty Coat, juſt as T 
come out of the Shop; but hehold when I got to the Public Office, the Stairs 
were brim full of people, and I cou'dn't get up at any rate; fo I ſtood awhile 4 
among the Croud, thinking co hear how Raps went; but I cou'dn't hear auß 
thing regular. One ſaid there was to be a great Counſellorfrom London; an- 1 
other that Lord Kenyon would be there in Cog. and ſeveral ſaid, it was very hard = 
folks cou'dn't make their goods as they lik d. But there was a little pert prating | 
man ſtood next to me, as dirty as myſelf :--Says he, Gentlemen, you may talk as F. 
you like about chat, but you may depend upon't,that if this unfair trade is not 
put a ſtop to, you may ſoon blow your fingers for want of ſomethingellſe to do, as 
Job Nott, ſays,--and this will be the caſe ſhortly, as ſure as my name's Gubbins. 
You may be ſure, Coulin John, like Authors in general, I was rather tickled. _ 
at hearing myſelf quoted; and io ſays I to Mr, Gubbins, doſt think a ſhilling 1 
to the man who keeps the Door at the top of the Stairs would get us in ? no, : 
ſays Mr. Gubbins, I don't think it would :---for like Maſter like Man; and | 
therefore I take it no Bribery or Corruption belongs to any part of our Pub- 1 
lic Office. But as you ſee that every body is let in that is clean and decently | 
dreſs'd, ſuppoſe you and I run home and put our t'other Cloaths on, Evad, 1 
ſays I, a good thought Mr. Gubbins; ſo off we both ſer and agreed to meet | 
together again in half an hour. We were both punctual to the time, and up *4 
we went boldly,---ſmack went the door open, and ſoon we got ſettled in a bh 
ſnug Corner. ---Says I, isn't this rather too bad, that appearance only ſhould | 
gain us admittance, ---Not at all, ſays Mr. Gubbins, 


A DECENT APPEARANCE, 


| ITH Cleanlineſs, always commands Reſpect, and it ought to do fo, 
as an encouragement to folks to keep themſelves neat and clean in 
their Perſons. No one ever ought to go into a large aſſembly of People he- 
ther at a Town's Meeting, or in 2 Church, or what not, either with a dirty 
Carcaſe, or in filthy ſtinking Clothes,--—-But ſays I, Mr. Gubbins, ic is not 
in every one's power to appear as you deſcribe ; That I deny, ſays Gubbins, 
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All might Comb-and.Waſh themſelves, and keep their Bodies Clean, for Wa- 
ter is cheap enough, and with Early Rifing, Care and Induſtry, with good 
Management, and Economy» me/} people might keep themſelves whols anc 
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* 3 in Chaths, and thoſe who (from Idleneſ; and Extravagance) 
 - might de 
Brute's a Pig. 


this, and won't, make one approach downward to a Brute, and that 

But you want to hear, Couſin John, about the Afzes.-Well, about Ten 
Clock, in came the tour Juſtices, and took their places all in a Row, on the 
Bencb, juſt the ſame as what you ſhewed me when we were at London toge- - 


tber, at Weſtminſter Hall, only they'd no big Wigs on.--Well, preſently came 
the Counſellors, and the Lawyers, and the Coal 


ables and the Thief-takers, 
apd a great filence took place. Thea the Accuſed all appeared in open Court. 
And the Clerk of the Reins (I believe they call him) ſtood up, and pull'd a 
very long face, and reading over the Crime laid to their charge, cried aloud ; 
How ſay you, are you guilty of this Offence, or not guilty :---and they all 


- ſaid, Not guilty; and fo then the Trial went on. 


The firſt Witneſs call'd was the Conſtable, who proved that he found the 
Buttons, but that the Pir had lik'd to have been too deep for him: however 
i appeared that being pretty knowing himtelf he fathom'd it, and got them 


all out into a Cart; a matter of Six Hundred Grofs ! Here the Counſel for 


the Accuſed, who appeared a very ſenſible, gentlemanly man, had like to 
have given the Conſtable a Twiſt, becauſe he loſt fight of the Cart while it 
was carrying the Buttons to his Houle: but luckily for the Proſecutors one of 
the Confſtable's men had never lolt fight of it. Then there was a long hearing 
about ſkimming their Backſides and ſtripping their Topſides: and ſome nice 


_ Calculators from the Soho (where you know they underſtand every thing) came 


td prove how much ought to be on every ſiz d Button, and when the Aſſay 


Maſter told them what was found on, they told what was deficient to the thir- | 
ty-third, one hundred and twenty-eighth part of a Grain, which ſeemed quite 
a ſurprizing thing to me, - but Gubbins told me that was nothing, for that 
their Maſter who had taught them all to be ſo clever, could tell to the z4ven- 
bye thuſandth part of a Grain: So then, to be ſure, my wonder ceas'd. At 


lat it appeared, that on a great many of the Buttons, one haif of the Gold 


was miſling! ! and on moſt one third, or more! ba 


The Defendant's Clerk, who they ſaid was a very fair Character, made 


- Oath that he gave out all the Gold needful. The Defendant's Gilders ſwore 


that they put all on, but thar it often remained al! night in the Shop. Then 
if it was put on, how it got off again was the Wonder. Now the Battle be- 
gan, and ably it was diſputed inch by inch. For to make that clear, the 

ounſellors on both ſides run hard ;---a ſhort fat Woman in our Corner ſaid, 
mayhap a little Bird ferch'd it back again in the night, but that ſhe thought 


the Counſellors would never find it out without their Wigs, But the princi- | 


pal puſh--the hard flogging---tne croffing---neck and neck---up and down 
hull--was to prove that the Aſſay-maſter had not taken all the Gold of: 
Here was a long examination, whether the Wet or Dry way was the bet, 
ſome few were for the Dry way, but moſt of the /moak ſbop Button-makers 


would have it, that the Ves way was the beſt all to nothing. 


One Volunteer Witneſs faid, that he <* recognized the Phiz” of another 
at the Bar, and that he would give no Credit to his teſtimony. A Gentle- 
man with a White head, whoſe evidence ſeemed to have great weight, 
and who they told me was Prentice to one of the moſt ſenſible men in 


, 


material: now buſineſs 5 jun to get rather flat; the Juſtices look d very grave, 


very funoy.---Letthem laugh that win thought I, | 


* 


No the Plaintiffs Counſel ſet his arm a kimbow, and look'd very bold--but 
being whifper'd acroſs the table (as I was told afterwards) that they ſhould 
ſoon lower his top ſails---for that there was'a Kettle of Fiſh a coming which 
he little expected; I thought he turn'd rather pale, and the other ſide ſeem'd 
to pluck up ſurpriſingly Up and down ſays little Fatty, that's your ſort. 
Here was a bit of a pauſe, and all the talk in our corner was about 


THE KETTLE, 


HICH was to make all clear in a minute,—One ſaid it was a ſort of 
4 Fiery Furnace, made by Sir Iſaac Newton; that it was of the Nature 
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of a Magic Lantern, and three corner'd ; another that it was caft from the 


Witches Conjuring Kettle in Macberh ; but no one ſeem'd any way ſure what 
was expected ;---ſome ſaid that all the Lawyers were to Wig and Gown and 
walk as far as the Free-ſchool to meet it; and that Harriſs and all the Thief- 
takers, were to fall upon their Knees as it paſſed by in Proceſſion, At laſt, 
an odd looking Fellow came running up to the place where we ſtood, ſays he, 
its all up ;-- this Kettle will diſh the Committee, fur its a coming out of New- 
 _ Rtreet.----Poor Gubbins turn'd PETS: coach upon it, ſays he, (fetching a 

deep figh) its a canning Kettle, becauſe you know New-ltreetts the Pig-marker. 


| While we were talking, a burſt of Clear the Way, Clear the Way, was heard. 


The Doors flew open---the Candles began to burn blue, and behold | 
IHE WONDERFUL KET LT ELEFFT-” | 
7 ] HE whole Aſſembly aroſe, and ſtood up, and there was filence in the 
Court for about half a minute.---The fogices lengthen'd their Faces, 
The Counſellors held their Noſes.---The Lawyers look'd rather blackiſh : 
the Aſſay Maſter look'd rather whitiſh ;----the Clerks,---the Committee, 
the Goalers,---the Runners,---the Spectators, look'd mazed.---All ſtood on 


their toes, and ſtretched out their necks, to peep into this Wonder of Won- 


ders. e cauld /ze nothing e could only ie -A woman came ſta ting u 


to me, and ſaid that a Black Cat had actual!) jump'd out of the Kettle and 


that three big belly'd women had fainted on the ſtairs. Mr. Gubbins and 1 

ot up in the window, and we plainly ſaw the Counſellors and Lawyers poiat 
into the Kettle ; and in a Moment we heard the words Scorrfication ; Oxigati- 
on :---the ſcene now chang'd a little and folks began to laggh,--Ox---Ox, ſays 
the little fat woman---i'll bet you a farthing its Beet-ſoup for the Juſtices; 
who poor ſouls hadn't eat a bit of dinner for two days.—Juſt at this inſtant we 


heard a voice exclaim Yitrification ! Vitrification ! and inſtantly it was difco- | 
vered that there was nothing in the Kertle but a cup and ſaucer full of black 


water, which the Plaintiffs Counſellor made it appear contain'd a ſmall quan- 
tity of Mr. Katterfelio's Green Tea. | | {V9 

There ſays Gubbins that ſhows how they. can make Black White, This 
cup was handed to the Magittrates, but the duece a drop would either of them 
drink, the cup was replac'd in the Kertle---the Kettle was hung upon a rope 
of ſand,---and inſtantly vaniſh'd away. . 752 5 * 

It was ſome time before the Spectators recovered themſelves from this alarm, 
Art laſt, one of the Defendants Councel got vp, and ſaid, that it was an wnwwi/e 
AX and would ruin Trade; that it opened a door for Informations and deſtroyed 
Confidence between Maſters and Men: and after quoting Caſes in Greek and 


Latin, and doing all he could in behalf of his Clients, recommended them oO 


mut up their Shops Foe wg > of os Se 
The other Gentleman did not go quite ſo far; but ſaid the Act as it then 
ſtood, fettered trade, and that à Circle :f the Butrons, (as I underſtood him) as 
large as Handy, the Riding-maſter made, when he galloped on three horſes, 
| with a Tobacco-pipe on his noſe, ought to have been aſſayed ; that he thought 
the Aſſay was not done in the be? manner; that ſome of the Gold might have 


been forced into the copper; that /ome mig ht have been lot in Gilding, aas 
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bes might have been loſt in burniſhing and refining; and Iaflly, he infiſled, 


that the Knowing was not proved, In ſhort he diſcovered great remger, manli- 


ze/e, and ingenuity; and cop ſidering the {lippery path he had to walk in---he 


kept pretty upright, and made the beſt of bis ground. | 
Then the Plaintiff's Councel aroſe to cloſe this weighty buſineſs :---Now 
cries little Fatty in the corner © He'll cut 'em all up into cats meat in a jif- 


ee, And ſoon be made it clearly e that the Buttons were Cheatiag 


" Moafpiners ;----that the Act, far from being a bad one, was a good, a wiſe, and 


a neceſſary Act; chat it fettered Fraud, not Trade; that other countries, as 
well as our own, preſerved their trade by reſtraints upon the Manufacturers. 
Sweden, he ſaid, had enjoyed the trade of Ber Iron, for an amazing length of 


time, only becauſe the Makers who lived in that Country were obliged to 
make it of a certain good quality.---Ireland and Scotland too had pteſerved 
their liven Trade by fimilar rules and laws. | 

The trade of Gold and Silver Lace was loſt to this country by juſt ſuch prac- 
ces as the Defendant had been guilty of, and ſo the French got the trade, 


but that by a ſimilar Act of Parliament to this Button act it had been happily. 
reſtored to this country; that it was nonſence to talk of the liberty to make 
a bed article being beneficial to the country: on the contrary, it was in the 


end deftruQiive ro the Commeree of every country---that Foreigners would not 
- come again where they had once been cheated---that as to deſtroying the con- 

- fidence between Maſter and Men---it ought to be deſtroyed if the Maſter acted a 
Roguith Part; and put on zreble Gilt where the Button was not even double 


Sil and that it was not the duty of Servants to connive at Fraud. 


If Maſters were permitted to carry on ſuch practices, and Appren- 
tice Boys and Journeymen witneſs it, Can there, ſays he, be a greater induce- 
ment to ſwerve from the path of Virtue? Is there a greater encouragement 

to immorality and Vice? Is it nor to be fear'd that ſuch apprentices and ſer. 
vants will not only follow their Maſters trades, but their Frauds alſo, io the 
deſtruction of their own Character, and the Commerce of the Country. 
He contended, that it was the Duty of Servants to Inform againſt their Ma- 
ſters, if they were Hardy enough to break the Laws of their Country; And 
as to the Knowing He ſaid it was impoſſible for a Moment to doubt the Ma- 


ing The finding was proof of the Knowing, unleſs it was proved ſatisfacto- : 


rily that the Mafter had been impoſed upon.- And wherever that was the 
- Caſe, he was fure the Juſtices of Birmingham would never convict, and the 


Juſtices nodded their heads as much as to fay, To be fure they never would, ; 


And fo after running bis rig a good deaf about the Kertle he ſar down again. 


be Juſtices having fat two days, and their heads appearing much fuller than their | 


Bellys-—took a little time to conſider the Caſe, . but next morning brought them in guilty 


Five Hundred and Fifty Pounds, befides Coſt and Suit. And altho' I warn'devery Body in 


my laſt, not to go a kicking to Warwick, ſceing it was ſuch a forry Town to kick ar, yet 
it has been tried there over again, before my Lord, and fourtten Juſtices, who 401 ed 
that our Juſtices were quite right, and that rhe Defendants were full Guilty; nd by this 
time 1 foppoſe, including their Expences, it has coſt them Twelve Hundred Pounds; 


dun now they will have the Point at Law (! think they call it) tried before Sir C. O' Rari, 8 


-— mad Lord Kenyon : and if they ſhould have it given againſt them there it will be a Four- 
zen Hundred Pcund job before its all done with!!! 


But, Couſin John, if theſe Gentlemen ſhould ſucceed in London, it wont you perceive 


make other utton-makers in tuture time more ſafe--- becauſe the word Kncowir 
was, a5 1] underftand it, lefi out in the Condemnation Paper, and which is what t 
their hopes upon, may not be leit out ia other Condemnation Papers, | DEE 

Thus, Couſin John, the Afhzes ended. laſting Warning in this Town, for Ages yet 
ne written you a very long Leiter about it, and being afraid L have tircd your 


283 I ſhall give you immediate reliet by concluding the ſame, and with love to Couſin 


z and Jack, and Bob, and poor Dickey, 4 N till death, yours, 
f 2 26 : ** be > f i i ay . 4 be 
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